Must God Go ?
it impossible to define the results of their experience;
but they unanimously declare that there is a Reality,
far greater than anything they had imagined, in
this country which is hidden from us, and that this
Reality is good. Even the cruder forms of religious
experience testify to this. The Buchmanite who
places himself at the disposal of the Spirit is aware
of a new significance in the events of life: things
happen in a different way, there is a power working
with him. This experience may be expressed in crude
form, but it is part of the same witness. We may
call it 'cosmic consciousness', or 'conversion', or
what we will. The interest of it is that it is a unani-
mous witness.
Psycho-analysts reply that these experiences are
due merely to the desire of the mystic to feel that he
is surrounded by a kind universe; it is the child's
craving for a father, so that he eventually persuades
himself that he has become conscious of a Heavenly
Father. But there is not the remotest evidence for
supposing that this is a valid explanation. Because
the desire for a father is there, it does not in the least
prove that the experience is merely a result of the
desire and therefore an illusion. You may lie in bed
in the early morning, before you have pulled back
the curtains before your window, and you may be
intensely anxious that it shall be a fine day; yet
when you pull back the curtains and see that the
sun is rising over the hills and that there is not a
cloud in the sky, it would be ludicrous to suppose
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